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This is the fifteenth edition of the
Performing Arts Magazine. We hope you will
enjoy reading about all of the
exciting and enjoyable
activities and performances that have
happened during the Spring Term.

Inside this issue
Celebration of Dance
Drama Showcases
Primary Outreach
Children’s University
Star Students
Plus much more!

PAGE 2

Academy’s Got Talent
On Thursday 8 June, our annual Academy’s
Got Talent showcase took place. We had a
fantastic mixture of students dancing,
singing, playing instruments and even a
karate performance. The final was a great
event with Isabella, Genevieve and Hannah
clinching first place with their singing trio
rendition of ’Somewhere only we know’.
Well done girls!

Primary Outreach
Mrs Ashwell has been working with Year 2 at Little Bloxwich all year to try and develop their literacy
skills when using books and scripts to create a piece of Drama. This term we have used Pirates as
our theme and through using the book ‘Mungo’ we experimented with lots of different Drama
techniques such as; Hot seating, thought tracking and still images. Year 2 worked incredibly hard to
use poems as their stimulus when creating their own performance pieces.
With Lower Farm, Mrs Ashwell has been working with a Year 2 class to help them develop their
understanding of the book ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. She has been working to develop their still
images, facial expressions and the way each character speaks in the story. Year 2 have been
fantastic at sharing their own ideas and performance work.
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Celebration of Dance
On Tuesday 13 June and Wednesday 14 June, Walsall Academy hosted the annual Celebration of Dance.
The 2-day event was a huge success with 20 schools bringing Dance performances to showcase for each
other in the Theatre. In total there were 517 students performing with ages ranging from Year 1 all the
way up to Year 13.
We had a lot of different schools attend this year through the West Midlands Consortium PGCE training
course, as students training on this course brought performance pieces from their placement schools—
some of which coming as far as from Kidderminster and Tamworth.
It was great to see students performing an array of styles and genres of Dance that matched our theme
of ‘A night at the movies’ which was planned by our Sixth Form Dance students as part of one of their
units of work. All of the students enjoyed themselves thoroughly and it was an experience they will
remember forever.
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Arts Week
Arts Week took place from Monday 10 July – Friday 14 July. During this week there was an
additional broadcast where we took a look back at all of the exciting events that have happened
within Performing Arts this year. Each tutor group also took part in the ‘Arts Week’ Quiz and the
winning tutor group was Mrs Simmons—well done!

Children’s University
Graduation
On Monday 10 July, our first Children’s University Graduation took place here at Walsall Academy.
This scheme allows students in Year 7 and 8 to collect stamps for each hour that they do extra
within activities after school. This year we had 34 students graduating with 24 Bronze Awards (30
hours), 7 Silver Awards (65 hours) and 3 Gold Awards (100 hours). A great achievement from all of
our students and those in Year 7 will continue adding to their hours next year
throughout Year 8. Well done to all that graduated.
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Summer Sizzler
This year’s Summer Sizzler took place on Thursday 13 July. Students from
Hospitality and Catering provided burgers, hot dogs, cakes and mocktails whilst
students from all year groups provided performances to entertain the audience
on the evening. A big well done to all of those involved in putting on a fantastic
event as always!

Achievement Evening
On Tuesday 11 July, Achievement Evening took place here at the Academy. The evening was a
wonderful celebration of all of the achievements that the students have accomplished this year.
Within Performing Arts we would like to make a special mention to the following students who
received the Performing Arts awards; Amelia, Daljit and Cameron. These students worked
fantastically within both Dance and Drama throughout the whole year and specifically stood out
throughout our musical ‘Disco Inferno’. A great achievement for them all.
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Year 10 Dance Showcase
On Thursday 6 July, Year 10 Dance students took to the stage to perform in their very own Dance
show. The students selected the theme, music, costumes and lighting states for their BTEC unit
‘Preparation, Performance and Production’. Each performance was created solely by the students and
there was a brilliant mixture of group, trio, duet and solo pieces to watch. All of the students worked
incredibly hard to put together their show and should be very pleased with their overall performances.
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Year 9 Drama Showcase
The Year 9 Acting students provided an invited audience with two fantastic performances, both by
playwright Willy Russell. This is the first time Year 9 students have tackled large-scale scripted pieces
and so nerves were high! ‘Our Day Out’, a play about a group of badly behaved school children going
on their first school trip, was performed by an ensemble of nine young actors, and included some
fantastic highlights. Most notable were Trevion in the role as a strict deputy head Mr Briggs, Zoe as
the childish Carol and Jack who played a range of multi-roles with superb confidence. Our second
play of the showcase was ‘Stags and Hens’ a play where the contrasting parties before a wedding led
to the untimely demise of a relationship! The group performed excellently and communicated the
comedy of the piece brilliantly. Most notable were Qada, Callum and Isaac in role as the chaotic stag
party and the comic timing of Sophie and Ellie. A great showcase!

Year 9 and Sixth Form
Dance Showcase
On Friday 23 June, our Year 9 and Sixth Form Dance students performed their examination pieces in
the theatre for Year 9 Drama students to watch. The students performed in a variety of styles of Dance
and shared whole group, duets and trio performance pieces during the event. It was lovely to see the
Year 9 students growing in confidence and performing to their peers—well done to all involved.
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Performing Arts
Star Students
Key Stage 3
Drama

Dance

Music

Leo is a hugely committed
student in his Drama
sessions and has a real
passion for the subject. He
always tries his hardest in
sessions and approaches his
work with great imagination.
Recently he has started
attending Drama Club and is
leading the younger students
in this group. He will also be
guest director for our
musical this year! Keep up
the great work Leo!

Maisie has worked incredibly
hard throughout the year,
both within lesson time and
during the many different
Session 3 activities she has
taken part in. Maisie is
naturally a fantastic dancer
and we look forward to
seeing her develop even
more next year in Year 8.
Well done Maisie, you are
our Star student for this
term.

Jessica has made a great
start in Music. Giving brilliant
answers and creating a
fantastic drumming com
position with her group, with
lots of interesting musical
features. Jessica has also
been cast as a named part in
the school show ‘Hairspray’
due to her brilliant acting
and singing skills in her
audition. This is particularly
impressive for a year 7
student!

Key Stage 4
Drama

Dance

Music

Sophie is a committed and
talented student of Acting
who has excelled on her
course so far. Her recent
performance of Willy
Russell’s ‘Stags and Hens’
saw her play her comedic
role with excellent vocal skill
and comic timing. She led
her ensemble in rehearsal
and gave a hugely engaging
performance to her invited
audience at the showcase—
well done Sophie!

Amelia is this terms Star
Student in Dance. She
consistently works hard both
on her technical
performance and when
creating pieces of
choreography. Amelia has a
lovely, natural style when
she performs and I hope that
she will take part in many of
the Session 3 activities we
have on offer again next
year. Well done Amelia.

Alice has been working hard
during Music on her
performance pieces that will
be assessed later this term.
Alice is a fantastic singer
who uses lesson time well to
practise and rehearse her
songs, and has performed at
our ‘Evening with ‘Queen’
this term. Alice chose to sing,
‘I Want to Break Free’ and
gave an excellent
performance. Keep up the
good work this year Alice!
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Session 3 Programme
As always, the Performing Arts Department offer a wide range of
Session 3 activities for you to come and enjoy. Whatever your ability,
come along and sign up - you don’t need to have any previous
experience! Don’t forget that if you are in Year 7 or 8 you can add up
hours to achieve awards through the Children’s University Scheme. You
need to gain 30 hours for a Bronze Award, 65 hours for a Silver Award
and 100 hours for a Gold Award. A great way to be recognised for all of
the fantastic activities that you have been taking part in throughout the
year.

Day

Subject

Activity

Time

Monday

Dance

Kickstart Dance Company (KS3)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Wednesday

Thursday

Performing Arts Hairspray Musical Rehearsals

3.30pm-5.00pm

Drama

Drama Club

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Show Choir

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Unity Performance Group

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Transitions Dance Company (KS4+5) 3.30pm-4.30pm

Performing Arts Hairspray Musical Rehearsals

3.30pm-5.00pm

