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Inside this issue
Chicago DVD

Whilst this past year has been nothing less
than normal, in Performing Arts we have
risen to the challenge of varying the way we
deliver our subjects and we hope you will
enjoy reading about all of the
exciting and enjoyable
activities and performances that have
happened during the past year.

The Masked Singer
The Greatest Dancer
Christmas Concert
Plus much more!
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A virtual showing of
Chicago The Musical
As we were unfortunately unable to showcase our performance of Chicago the Musical we got
creative and used our skills to make a DVD of the Dance performances from the production. Year
11 Dance students revisited, rehearsed and restaged the classic songs from All that Jazz to Roxie
and We Both Reached For The Gun. The performances were professionally costumed and staged
and the final DVD was a huge success. Well done to all involved!

Bank, Camera, Action
The nationwide ‘Bank, Camera, Action’ competition is a well-respected film-making event held by
the Bank of England. In December 2020 a group of talented Sixth Form students, supported with
creative direction from Mr Pratt and Mr Lubin, won the Sixth Form category of the competition.
This was an incredible accolade and we were hugely proud of all involved. This competition was
based around the starting point ‘Same space, different realities’, and was a response to the
changing face of the workplace in light of the Covid-19 lockdowns. Led by a fantastic original rap
piece from Audley, students created a montage-based performance that clearly impressed the
judges. Students won Amazon vouchers as well as a cash prize for the school.
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The Greatest Dancer
Over the Summer term of 2021 we promoted our new and virtual Academy competition of The
Greatest Dancer. Students from all year groups were invited to create and perform their pieces
for the Performing Arts department and those selected for the final were put to the vote
during PT time. There were many amazing performances from both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage
4 and the showing on Broadcast was very enjoyable to watch. The winner was Elise (Year 11)
and she gained a voucher and certificate for her achievement.

The Masked Singer
Students missed out on numerous performance opportunities during lockdown and with
singing restrictions in place, Performing Arts staff had the idea of recording our own version of
‘The Masked Singer’. The event was extremely popular with over 30 students signing up to
audition. After a series of elimination rounds, the eight finalists (and a few willing staff) were
chosen to perform, with the recording being broadcast to all students during PT time for
voting. Congratulations to our winner SPIDERMAN (aka Ronette).
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A Level Music Recitals
Teams
With students having to work from home, A level music students were unable to perform
their final performance recitals in front of a live audience. Instead, a successful virtual TEAMS
concert enabled them to not only still play to both staff and their peers from home, but
complete the practical coursework element of their course as planned. The performances
were outstanding and the final A level grades awarded to them is testament to their hard
work and resilience throughout the school closure.

Sixth Form Music Technology
Year 13 Music Technology students have been learning about the skills required to be a live
sound technician and have been working in the Theatre Control Room to manage the sound
for a live performance. Students have taken on the responsibility of the sound technician
which has involved setting up sound equipment effectively, completing a sound check, and
monitoring sound levels during a live performance.
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Dance and Drama Online
Social Dis-Dancing!
From January 2021 until March 2021 we took
Dance online! We delivered practical sessions
and workshops and also encouraged our Key
Stage 4 students to create their own pieces of
choreography. Along with this we launched a
TikTok project where students across all year
groups could learn sections from Diversity
TikTok’s and send them in to create a video
montage!

Teams lessons were very different in the Drama department and we encouraged performances
over the medium as much as possible. One particular highlight of the lockdown period was Mr
Pratt’s Year 10 (now Year 11) Acting class who performed some amazing work over Teams
from their own homes. Students were asked to respond to a devised starting point and
encouraged to present their work in the most creative ways possible. This led to some fab
duologue performances from Alex and Jake, as well as some great site-specific work which saw
Nancy performing a monologue surrounded by snow in her local park!

Year 11 Drama
Blood Brothers
Year 11 Acting students performed extracts from the highly acclaimed ‘Blood Brothers’ for
their Acting Component 2 in December 2021. This saw some stand-out performances and an
incredibly high standard of work from many involved. Highlights included Isabelle and Kodi‘s
fabulous portrayal of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyon’s visceral argument, Lily and Charley’s
fantastic interpretation of the adult Mickey and Edward, and Jody and Benjamin’s excellent
commitment to their roles as Mickey and Mrs Lyons respectively.
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The Virtual Christmas
Concert
This year our Christmas concert was once again virtual. All students involved worked incredibly
hard to rehearse and pre-record their performance pieces for the concert which was broadcast
on Monday 13 December 2021. Some standout performances included Elise (Year 11) performing
a dance solo, Cherica (Year 10) performing a vocal solo of ‘Hallelujah’ and Alex (Year 12)
performing a vocal solo of ‘O Holy Night’.

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
After two years of being unable to showcase our fantastic students in our annual school
musical, we are very excited to announce that WE ARE BACK!
Rehearsals for our school show Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat are well
underway. Our talented cast have been rehearsing twice a week since October half term and
are showing excellent progress with their singing, dancing and acting. Our main cast are
showing good confidence in their roles, backed by a committed and solid chorus. The show is
taking shape and is looking to be a great success. We look forward to inviting you to watch in
April 2022!
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Performing Arts
Star Students
Key Stage 3

Drama

Dance

Music

Ashleigh has made a hugely
enthusiastic start to her
work in Year 7 Drama and
clearly has a passion for
performing. Her
involvement in the school
production this year has
seen her taking on a lead
role, a huge accolade for a
Year 7 student!

For Dance at Key Stage 3
we would like to nominate
Ellie. She puts 100% effort
into every dance lesson and
works super hard. Her
technique is excellent and
she picks steps and routines
up really quickly. Well done
Ellie, keep up the fantastic
work!

Alfie is working incredibly
hard and is becoming a
talented musician. He gives
100% to all tasks and is
developing well as a
keyboard player. Alfie gives
excellent answers and has
shown an outstanding
commitment to the subject.
He also helps others with
their keyboard skills and
Alfie should be proud of his
efforts and achievements.

Key Stage 4/5
Drama

Dance

Music

I have been really
impressed by Ben’s
development as a young
actor in his most recent
drama performance. He
played Mrs Lyons from
Willy Russell’s ‘Blood
Brothers’. Ben took great
steps in his practice by
learning his lines quickly
and making imaginative
choices in his
characterisation of the role.

Since joining the Dance
course in Year 12 with
minimal prior experience,
Alex has excelled
throughout his units so far.
He has developed in the
style of Jazz and performs
this fantastically. He is
hardworking and is also
assisting with Year 7 Dance
which is great for his skill
set. Well done Alex, keep
up the great work!

Lily has excelled in the
exam unit, demonstrating
an excellent understanding
of the music industry
content. She also works
tirelessly both in and out of
school to develop and
improve her performance
skills, specialising in the
guitar. Well done Lily!
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Session 3 Programme
As always, the Performing Arts Department offer a wide range of
Session 3 activities for you to come and enjoy. Whatever your ability,
come along and sign up - you don’t need to have any previous
experience! Don’t forget that if you are in Year 7 or 8 you can add up
hours to achieve awards through the Children’s University Scheme.
You need to gain 30 hours for a Bronze Award, 65 hours for a Silver
Award and 100 hours for a Gold Award. A great way to be recognised
for all of the fantastic activities that you have been taking part in
throughout the year.

Day

Subject

Monday

Performing Arts

School Musical Rehearsals

3.15pm-5.00pm

Tuesday

Music

KS3 Choir

3.15pm-4.15pm

Wednesday

Dance

Coursework Catch-up Session
(KS4/5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

KS3/KS4 Guitar Club

3.15pm-4.15pm

Performing Arts

School Musical Rehearsals

3.15pm-5.00pm

Thursday

Activity

Time

Upcoming Events
5th, 6th, 7th April 2022—Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat School Musical Performances

